


Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise High as the listening skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us,

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun
Let us march on till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chastening rod,

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,

Have not our weary feet Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears have been watered,

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,

Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who has by Thy might

Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest our feet stray from the places, Our God, where we met Thee;
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee;

Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
May we forever stand.
True to our GOD,

True to our native land.
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Sons & Daughters of the United States Middle Passage
2023 Annual Conference
Conference Schedule

Friday, June 9, 2023

Visit the 2023 Conference website
Visit the Ancestor Poster Room to hear presentations about found ancestors

Learn more about our sponsors in their virtual booths
Get links to the Annual Awards Ceremony and Conference

6:00 P.M.
Processional

All Members of Sons & Daughters of the United States Middle Passage

Master or Mistress of Ceremony
Orice Jenkins

Sons & Daughters of the United States Middle Passage Board Member

Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing
Recording from G. Preston Wilson

Assistant Professor at Rider University

Welcoming Remarks
Dr. Evelyn McDowell, President and Chair of the Board of Directors

Keynote Address
Dr. Dawn Chitty, Director of Education, African American Civil War Museum

SDUSMP Book Award Presentation
Orice Jenkins, Member of Sons & Daughters of United States Middle Passage

Historical-Event (Nonfiction)
Black Homesteaders of the South by Bernice Alexander Bennett

Historical-Event (Nonfiction)
Wake: The Hidden History of Women-Led Slave Revolts by Rebecca Hall

Historical-Era, Historical-Memoirs, Biographies, Nonfiction
We'll Fight It Out Here: A History of the Ongoing Struggle for Health Equity

by David Chanoff and Louis W. Sullivan
Historical-Genealogical Research, Nonfiction
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Slavery in Zion: A Documentary and Genealogical History of Black Lives and Black Servitude in Utah
Territory, 1847-1862 by Amy Thiriot
Historical, Current Events, Nonfiction

The Black Reparations Project: A Handbook for Racial Justice byWilliam Darity (Editor),
A. Kirsten Mullen (Editor), Lucas Hubbard (Editor)

Historical Academic, Nonfiction
A “Disguised Scheme for Compensated Emancipation”: Accounting for the Gradual abolition

in 19th century New Jersey by Evelyn McDowell, PhD and Theresa Hammond, PhD
Historical Fiction

If Someday Comes: A Slave's Story of Freedom by David Calloway

SDUSMP Service Awards Presentation

Certificates of Special Recognition
Aminah Toler, Chair, Kimberly Latortue, President, & Frank Godlewski, of Friends of Howe House

Skip and Gigi, Curators and Owners of Best Richardson African Diaspora Literature and Culture Museum
Kathryn Puckett, Executive Director of Cleveland Hope

William Wells Brown Leadership Award
Guy Weston, Managing Director of the Timbuctoo Historical Society,

Visiting Scholar at Rutgers University and Editor of Afro-American Historical and
Genealogical Society Journal.

Susie King Taylor Service Award
Hermina Glass-Hill, Executive Director of The Susie King Taylor Women's Institute and Ecology Center

Ida B. Wells Leadership Award
Janice Cross Gilyard and Cherekana Feliciano

Hosts of Speak On It

Crispus Attucks Leadership Award
Adrienne G Whaley, Director of Education and Community Engagement

Museum of the American Revolution

Mary Jane Richards Leadership Award
Dr. Dawn Chitty

Director of Education, African-American Civil War Museum

Frederick Douglass Leadership
Stephen Hammond, Descendant Families of Arlington House Plantation

Virtual After Party (immediately following awards ceremony)

Please see bios and session descriptions on the conference website. https://conference2023.sdusmp.org/
Sons & Daughters of the United States Middle Passage
2023 Annual Conference Awards Ceremony Agenda
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Sons & Daughters of the United States Middle Passage
2023 Annual Conference
Conference Schedule

Saturday, June 10, 2023
8:30 A.M. Doors Open

Remembrance Ceremony
Asha McDowell

Welcome
Dr. Evelyn McDowell, President and Chair of the Board

Plenary Session
Ric Murphy, President and Chair of the Board of SOFAFEA

Break

Breakout Session A: 10:30 am to 11:30 am
Genealogy 101, Adrienne Abiodun, live (virtual)

Connecticut Freedom Seekers in The U.S. Colored Troops - Frederick O. Cross, Joseph O. Cross, and Samuel G. Cross, The Legacy
of Three Free Brothers During and After The U.S. Civil War, Janice Cross Gilyard live (virtual)

The Fighting Veals: A Family of Civil War Soldiers and Sailors, Alvin Blakes, pre-recorded w/ live Q&A

Comparative Analysis of Macon, Georgia 1860-70, Brenda A.Williams and Lana Reed live (in-person)

Lunch: 11:30 am to 1:30 pm
Reparations, Repair, and Genealogy Panel Discussion

Evelyn McDowell, Hollis Gentry, Jonnie Brown
Moderator: Desmond Hamilton, Founding Board Member of SDUSMP

Lunch with Chef Keesha

Breakout Session B: 1:30 pm to 2:30 pm

My 2nd Great Uncle Fought in the Union Army, Abraham Petty, left Wilkes County, North Carolina as a Slave and Returned Free!
Ruth Hunt, live (virtual)

Gettysburg Miracle: A 158 Years To The Receipt of A Military Medal, Cherekana Feliciano, live (in-person)

Finding Family Members in Freedman's Bank Records, Janice M. Sellers, live (virtual)
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Break: 2:30 pm to 2:45 pm

Breakout Session C: 2:45 pm to 3:45 pm

Exploring the Thomas Terrell Plantation Records, Orice Jenkins, live (virtual)

Germaine’s Grandchildren: An Undeniable Legacy, Charlotte Bocage, pre-recorded w/ live Q&A

Case Study: Margaret Booker, From Enslaved to Free During the Civil War, Kathy Marshall, pre-recorded w/ live Q&A

Closing Remarks
3:45-4:00

Jacqueline Long, Charter Member of SDUSMP, Descendant of USCTs

Business Meeting for Members of SDUSMP
4:15-5:00
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GENEALOGY 101
ADRIENNE ABIODUN
This discussion delves into the practical aspects of using genealogy as a foundation for reparations
claims. By intertwining genealogical evidence with legal arguments, we aim to strengthen the case for
reparations, emphasizing the need for acknowledgment, restitution, and reconciliation.

CONNECTICUT FREEDOM SEEKERS IN THE U.S. COLORED TROOPS - FREDERICK O.
CROSS, JOSEPH O. CROSS, AND SAMUEL G. CROSS, THE LEGACY OF THREE FREE
BROTHERS DURING AND AFTER THE U.S. CIVIL WAR
JANICE CROSS GILYARD
This presentation will highlight their service in the U.S. Civil War and focus on their lives after the war.
Joseph O. Cross wrote letters to his wife detailing his service and the battles he fought in which are
highlighted on the American Civil War Museum’s website. Samuel G. Cross ended his service in
Washington, DC, attended Howard University, and started a school to teach the formerly enslaved with
assistance from General Otis O. Howard (Led the Freedmen’s Bureau and was the Founder of Howard
University). Frederick O. Cross started a business and was the first person of color to become a Sheriff
in Hartford, Connecticut.

THE FIGHTING VEALS: A FAMILY OF CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS AND SAILORS
ALVIN BLAKES
This session will focus on the stories of Veal family members who joined the Civil War U. S. Colored
Infantry and the U.S. Navy in Mississippi and Louisiana. The lives of these formerly enslaved veterans
will be told using plantation records, military service records, and pension files. Studying their story
provides details about the enslaved plantation communities and the men and movements of the Union
Army in the lower Mississippi River Valley, and how they mobilized, fought and died for their
freedom.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF MACON, GEORGIA 1860-70
BRENDA A.WILLIAMS & LANA REED
The presentation will offer participants an opportunity to learn using the slave and federal census and
Excel Spreadsheet Pivot Tables to create primary data that possibly connects enslaved peoples to their
owners.
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USING GENEALOGY TO SUPPORT REPARATION CLAIMS
Jonnie Brown, Treasurer of the Board of Directors; Evelyn A. McDowell, Chair, Board of
Directors; Adriene Abiodun, Member of Board of Directors; Hollis Gentry, Smithsonian
Institute.
Moderated by: Desmond Hamilton, Founding SDUSMP Board Member, California Residence.
At the end of the Civil War, United States Government developed and implemented a plan to help the
newly freed enslaved individuals. This plan was reversed and stopped by Andrew Johnson. However,
the program acknowledged the harm and the need for restitution to the freedmen. With California and
other states leading the country towards a final acknowledgment of the debt owned, genealogy is front
and center because it can help identify the freedmen’s descendants. We will discuss how genealogy can
be used and how descendants can start connecting to their enslaved ancestors.
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MY 2ND GREAT UNCLE FOUGHT IN THE UNION ARMY...ABRAHAM PETTY LEFT
WILKES COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA AS A SLAVE AND RETURNED AS A FREE MAN!
RUTH HUNT
Ruth D. Hunt will take you on a Journey of how she uncovered the lost history of her 2nd Great
Grandmother and her Civil War Veteran brother. She will demonstrate how these siblings were
separated during slavery and how they reunited after the Civil War. Most importantly, Ms. Hunt will
show evidence of how she used her research skills to bring this remarkable story to light. In 1999, after
visiting Wilkes County with her father, the lineage of the Hunts, Pettys, and Parks slowly unfolded, and
they were able to locate the families of Uncle Abraham Petty.

GETTYSBURGMIRACLE: A 158 YEARS TO THE RECEIPT OF A MILITARY MEDAL
CHEREKANA FELICIANO
Cherekana Feliciano will explore what she has uncovered about the life of her second great grandfather and
Civil War ancestor, Larkin Woodruff, who served in the 50th USCT. She will share the research challenges she
has encountered as well as an exciting discovery she made about his Civil War service. Cherekana also intends
to share outstanding questions she has and hopes to answer through continued research.

FINDING FAMILY MEMBERS IN FREEDMAN'S BANK RECORDS
JANICE M. SELLERS
The Freedman’s Bank was started so that USCT soldiers and formerly enslaved individuals could
invest and save money after Emancipation. The records for these more than 70,000 accounts can show
you family members listed together—at times three generations for one account—and sometimes the
former slaveholder’s name, a key to finding more information about your family before 1865.
Examples will show how family relationships can be documented with these records.
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EXPLORING THE THOMAS TERRELL PLANTATION RECORDS
ORICE JENKINS
The presentation begins in 1725 with the death of Thomas Terrell’s grandfather-in-law, and ends with
the 1937 Slave Narrative of his biracial great-granddaughter. Orice will give background information
on the enslaving family by showing and analyzing their probate records. Orice will also discuss the
lives and accomplishments of some specific individuals that survived enslavement on this land,
including his own ancestor.

GERMAINE’S GRANDCHILDREN: AN UNDENIABLE LEGACY
CHARLOTTE BOCAGE
This lecture shows the progression from enslavement to freedom provider to present day. This lecture
provides a look into the lives of Charlotte’s 2x great-grandparents lives and how they created a climate
of success for their children and their descendants.

CASE STUDY: MARGARET BOOKER, FROM ENSLAVED TO FREE DURING THE CIVIL
WAR
KATHYMARSHALL
Using a variety of strategies explained in the presentation, attendees will learn how to develop a
research plan and uncover evidence that answers their research questions; utilize methods for finding
slaveholders and enslaved parents; peruse local author books to learn how ancestors may have lived
during the Civil War; visit historical centers and sites to learn how the Civil War may have impacted
their ancestors; and secure documents that explain how family surnames were passed down. It IS
possible to find our ancestral stories.
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